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the number of scholars studying English has risen
from 298,000 to 505,000 ; whilst the number of students
passing the annual Matriculation Examination of theGrmYthof
Indian Universities has increased from 4,286 in 1886 to
8,211 in 1905, and the number of: Bachelors of Arts
from 708 in the former year to 1,570 in the latter.
During this period higher education has penetrated to
circles which a generation ago had hardly been
affected by its influence. The ruling chiefs and the
landholding and commercial classes possessing a
material stake in the country, and representing the
most powerful and stable elements of Indian society,
have now become qualified to take a more prominent
part in public lire, and to render a larger measure of
assistance to the Executive Government. They no
longer stand aloof from the new social and political
conditions which affect the course of Indian affairs;
they have profited greatly by the educational advantages
offered to them under British rule; and they are
anxious to be afforded an opportunity of expressing
their views on matters of practical administration. No
scheme of constitutional reform would meet the real
requirements of the present time which did not make
adequate provision for representing the landed aristo-
cracy of India, the mercantile and industrial classes,
and the great body of moderate men who, under
existing conditions, have no sufficient inducement to
enter political life, and find but little scope for the
exercise of their legitimate influence. For the present at
any rate the needs and sentiments of the masses of the
people must find expression through those, whether
ofHcials or non-officials, who are acquainted with their masses not
daily life and arc qualified to speak with authority on possible
vtheir behalf. Nor does the scheme now put forward
. contemplate any surrender or weakening of paramount
British power in India upon which depend the safety
and welfare of the vast populations there committed
to it.....
3. The Governor-General in Council has been
much struck by the difficulty encountered by the Govern-
ments in India in making their measures and motives